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Canadian Airman Is Veteran

Of Polish Fight For Freedom

L
Polish-German spies were dis-
"covered in underground ranks.
“We were given ‘vart blanche’ to
deal with them” he remarkad
~wryly. "It was not always =asy io

C »Iong YNCmM, KU AT It LKWE IBEWOHCT: DIooa's, »
i Canadian veteran of the Polish Home Army.

By HUGH Macl.EOD
MONTREAL. — “We want other freedom-loving na-
rions to profit from our experience and realize that there
iz no zuch thing as peaceful co-existence with commun-
ism.” said Stephen Korbonski. Chairman of The Commix-

sion >f Pwolish Political Par-*
ties. at a re-union of the
Polish Home Army Ex-Ser-
vicemen's Association here.
Just arrived -from Washingion,

hsicman Korbong DO
veleruns,  NeTeaing - an .
Fhzn: Lieutenant. as thev mark-
ed 'ne ill-7ared Warsaa uprising
in 1944  The insurrection failed
»hen the German army crushed
she revo't after the “aihed” forces
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iv held back in the city's sub-
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of good wishes
from Prime Minister £t laurent
and Exicrpai Affairs Minister L.
B. Pearson were read at the meet-
A telezram was also recelv-
ed rom Quebec Premier Maurice
Duplessis.
Also a: the
Poles was Senator I.
Chairman of The Commis-
sion of External Affairs in the Sen-
ate and Senator John C. Connol-/
ly. i
In a place of honor was Can-.
adian Flight Lieutenant Hubert
Brooks. a veteran of two years’
aith the Polish Home Army who
was personal representative’ of
Chie! Air Marshal C. R. Slemon.
In April 1942, the RCAF navi-
gaior's Wellington bomber was’
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“didn’t

F/L HUBERT BROOKS

shot down while raiding Ham-
burg. For 13 months he was A pris-
oner. Then, after two unsuccess-
ful escapes, he slipped by his
guards and headed for the Polish
frontier where he hoped the un-
derground would return him to
his squadron.

When his comrades-In-arms

couldn’t do this, he did the next’

best thing and joined the Polish
Home Army. Given lieutenant's
rank, he took over a platoon and
struck at the Germans, he told
The ENSIGN.

Ignorance of the Polish tfongue
halt his new mission,
Brooks learned the language and
with his command hid out in the
Carpathian mountains, where hc
continuad, they raided Nazi posi-
tions, destroyed munition dumps
and sabotaged railways and troop
convays.

Like similar units, he said,

i spot informers, as they were rais-
"ed in Poland and spoke rhe [au-
, guage perfectly.”

;. From June 1943 to Januacy
i 1945, the airman turned guerilla
| battled German wunits. Then ia
January. after the Soviet befray-

ed Warsaw uprising failed,
- Bronies : see.. f his
, Canadian citizenship the Russvausg

icould not stop him, he explained
: Free Poland was grateful for his
1aid. The government in exile gave
thim the Cross of Valor (equiva-
Ilent to our Distinguished Service
:Cross) and the Cross of Merit
i with Swords. He also holds the
| Canadian Military Cross. -
Other Canadians are remoms
|bered by Poles in exile. One vet.
reran told of the young bomber
' pilot flying supplies to the shrink-
'ing garrison in Warsaw. As ‘he
;defenders closed thinning forma-
'tions, the Canadian had w fly
.dangecously low so ‘drops’ would
rnot fall in German lines He
;sheared the roof from a house
land crashed. After burying the
ibomber’s crew, the Poles stripped
guns from the twisted, smoking
iwreck and raked the enemy.
, Ten years have passed siuce
‘the Warsaw stand. As Brooks sak
“with fellow Home Army velersns
he spoke of Polish associatinns,
now more social than official.
They have been that way since
~he returned to Canada in 1945 via
Odessa, Cairo and Britain. Now
,he is stationed at Summerside,
'P.EIL .
He was due back that aighr,
 he told The ENSIGN. Fur the
“anniversary event he had flown
hundreds of miles to mingle again
with comrades still striving for
Poland’s freedom. But nol the
kind of liberation that an outrag-
ed wartime Prime Minister Cmur-
chill spoke of when he paid iri-
“bute to the heroes of Warsaw:
“When the Russians entered rhe
" city three months later they found
i little but shattered streets and
. the unburied dead. Such was iheir
-liberation of Poland, wher2 thay
:now rule. But this cannot be the
end of the story.”
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